
[ cover photo — reef / MUSZIF sculpture ]

The Memory of the Sinú returns to the Sea
MUSZIF — Underwater Museum of Isla Fuerte

Art · Memory · Reef · Colombian Caribbean



01

The Territory and Its People — Who Were the Zenú?

Long before the arrival of Europeans, the Colombian
Caribbean was a territory deeply connected by water.
 Among the most advanced cultures of this region was the
Zenú civilization.

The Zenú were great water engineers. They built one of the
most sophisticated hydraulic systems in pre-Hispanic
America. 
Their relationship with the land was not one of domination,
but of balance.

Isla Fuerte held a strategic position within the indigenous
maritime routes of the Caribbean — reachable from the
mouth of the Sinú river in just one day of canoe navigation.

[ photo — territory / Sinú river ]
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Clay as Language — The Zenú Pottery Tradition

[ photo — Zenú ceramics / original piece ] [ photo — ceramic detail / motif ]

For the Zenú people, clay was a form of memory, identity and cultural expression. Vessels, funerary urns
and ceremonial figures were shaped with forms inspired by the Caribbean: spirals, birds, reptiles, fish and
geometric patterns tied to the movement of water.

The coral base of Isla Fuerte is covered by clay formed over thousands of years. The same earth that once
allowed cultural objects to be shaped, today returns to the sea as sculptures destined to harbor new life.
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Momil and Its Living Memory

[ photo — Pedro Fuentes / Momil workshop ]

In the heart of Zenú ancestral territory lies Momil, one of
the most important centers of pottery tradition in the
Colombian Caribbean. Those who work the clay there
are guardians of a cultural memory that has survived
time, colonization and forgetting.

Master potter Pedro Fuentes works the clay with the
calm of someone who knows every gesture by memory.
His hands shape the clay without molds or machinery
— just pressure, water and the knowledge accumulated
over decades.

For MUSZIF, this work was about building a bridge
between ancestral knowledge and contemporary
ecological restoration.
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Isla Fuerte — Where the Past Sleeps Beneath the Water

[ photo — Isla Fuerte / aerial or landscape view ]

sla Fuerte rises from the Colombian Caribbean as a small and seemingly quiet island. But beneath its
waters and within its stories, traces of a much older history survive. Its geographic position made it, for
centuries, a strategic point between the continental coast, the Sinú River, and ancient indigenous
maritime routes.
Historical accounts speak of resistance, villages hidden among the forests, and a deep connection to the
Sinú territory. The island was born from coral thousands of years ago. Here, the past does not appear in
stone monuments — it lingers, scattered between the sea, oral memory, and the underwater landscape.
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MUSZIF — Art, Memory and Reef

[ photo — sculpture on the seabed ] [ photo — coral / colonization ] [ photo — marine life / diving ]

The MUSZIF sculptures are inspired by the Zenú ceramic tradition. Handcrafted in clay, they are also
conceived as structures that integrate into the reef ecosystem. The clay allows corals, algae, sponges, and
small organisms to attach and grow.

Over time, the sculptures cease to be artistic objects and transform into living reefs. Here, art is not
displayed apart from nature. It becomes part of it.
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An Invitation

[ photo — diver / visitor at MUSZIF ]

Visiting MUSZIF is much more than observing sculptures
underwater. It is entering a territory where history, sea,
and memory remain connected.

Every coral that grows over the pieces, every fish that finds
shelter among the sculptures, and every visitor who
discovers this underwater landscape takes part in a single
idea: protecting what can still be restored.

MUSZIF invites us to see the Caribbean differently — not
only as a tourist destination, but as a living space of
cultural memory and biodiversity.

Wonder can be the beginning of conservation.
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